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UNESCO planned activities contributing to sustainable
development in the Pacific region

UNESCO’S ROLE IN FURTHERING PACIFIC ISLAND SUSTAINBLE
DEVELOPMENT: A CRITICAL ANALYSIS

Among ongoing work to promote approaches to sustainable development in the
Pacific is a joint initiative of the Pacific Centre for Sustainable Development (PACE-
5D) at the University of the South Pacific and UNESCO. The project includes
elaboration and refinement of an in-depth study on 'Sustainable Development: A
Pacific Islands Perspective'.

Components include an outline of Pacific perceptions of sustainable development at
local, national and regional levels, an overview of ongoing activities and Pacific
island responses to sustainable development at all levels, and an assessment of
UNESCO's potential role in addressing these challenges.

PROMOTE EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)
THROUGH UN DESD

A regional Pacific ESD framework for action has been initiated to empower Pacific
peoples through all forms of locally relevant and culturally appropriate education and
learning to make decisions and take actions to meet current and future social, cultural,
environmental and economic needs and aspirations.

Pacific ESD practitioners and experts have been consulted in March 2006 and
developed a collaborative mechanism for the Decade in the Pacific islands region.
The Pacific ESD framework was finalized in consultation with the key stakeholders in
the region, including UNESCO National Commissions, educators, community
leaders, media and sustainable development experts in the region. It was then
endorsed by the Pacific Education Ministers Meeting in Nadi, Fiji on 21-22
September 2006. This framework puts the “Think global, act local” adage into
practice by taking the international vision and a specific goal for the Pacific, and
translating these into focussed priority areas and objectives for action at local, national
and regional levels appropriate to the Pacific. The development of local ownership
respecting local context and culture is an important aspect to implementation of ESD
at all levels. The framework will serve as the coordinating mechanism for
implementation of ESD in the region.

The priority action areas include:

In the Short-term
+ Promotion of RCE-Pacific to enhance the capacity of Pacific Island Countries
to address their Sustainable Development challenges through relevant

education, targeted and result-oriented research and appropriate training as
promoted by SPREP, USP and other CROP agencies,

* Support the SIDS Universities Consortium activities involving USP, and
involving other UNESCO partners such as Small Islands Voice as associate
members



s Support curriculum reorientation exercise for ESD at the basic education area,
vocational training and tertiary education taking into account the indigenous
knowledge systems in the Pacific.

e Support teacher training throughout the region for ESD.

» Fducation based skill development in natural resource management, ICT,
Vocational areas, medicine and engineering for income generation and poverty
alleviation.

» Support distance and flexible learning initiatives to reach out to the often
“unreached”.

+« Form a Network or bridges of education and training based capacity building
initiatives targeted on school students and Youth in order to work together in
specific geographical areas. Such a network could involve the USP Chemistry
Outreach to Schools (COTS) programme, the Small Island Voice (SIV)
initiative; Sandwatch and River Care programmes, Youth visioning for island
living, Pacific Youth Environment Network (PYEN) project and relevant
NGO youth and rural development initiatives.

* Strengthen and sustain teaching of culture and traditions in national education
systems. The LINKS programme has already undertaken many activities in
this regard. For instance, Reefl and Rainforest: An Environmental
Encyclopaedia of Marovo Lagoon, Solomon Islands publication for use in
classroom and The Canoe is the People: Indigenous Navigation in the Pacific
— an interactive CD-Rom.

And in the long-term:

» (Capacity enhancement for the Pacific Islanders to understand and to manage
their environment, economy and social life in a sustainable way as articulated
in the Pacific Type 2 initiative on “Capacity Building”, regional training need
assessments, NCSA, NSDS and the ‘Pacific Plan’.

* Incorporation of local content, including traditional/indigenous knowledge
(broadly speaking this is the knowledge used by indigenous people to make a
living in a particular environment), into the curriculum; e.g. promotion of
agroforestry, marine protected areas and participatory methodologies.

¢ Transformation of education systems to include indigenous knowledge and
values is a long-term process requiring not only new pedagogical materials,
but also political will to revise curricula, and consciousness-raising and
teacher training for its implementation. The LINKS project, in cooperation
with the Education Sector, is well placed to expand efforts to produce quality
intercultural education tools, as well as work with Ministries of Education for
their inclusion in curricula. Longer-term efforts also include transforming
pedagogical methods to ensure an active role for local knowledge holders, and
to move learning outside of the classroom and into meaningful natural settings.
Sharing of experiences and lessons learned by including other indigenous
groups and creating networks will enhance the impact.

e Use of innovative and cost-effective ways for providing education and
training. For example, the use of distance and flexible delivery, including the
use of Internet based teaching and learning.






